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Wftness Name Ahmad “{aha Musa Matairi

StatementNo.o 1 -

- Exhibits:2
Dated:5 June 2009

THE BAHA MOUSA PUBLIC INQUIRY

- WITNESS STATEMENT OF
' AHMAD TAHA MUSA MATAIRI

I, Ahmad Taha Musa Matairi, will say as follows: - .

i arh making this statement for the purposes éf the Ihquiry into the i
;ieéth ‘of Baha Mousa and the ill-treatment of mysétf and nine others -
(including Baha Mousa) while in the custody of the British Army. |

make it in. the knowledge that there is a current process by which

o documents and wﬁness siatements reievant to the even“ts under

consideration are being made available to my §awyers Th|s process is

not complete, nor have my lawyers and | yet had the opportunity to .

digest all the material disclosed to date. | would therefore like to make i

it plain that 1 am not going to comment in this statement on any of the

disclosure except my own previous statements. |'will, of course, make

a. further. statement in the future ;f elther my anyers or the lnqu:ry_
andscate to me that itis necessary

1 was born || | N and | have lived here all of my life. 1'am

married with three children. My Jate b;other, Kifah was born in 1958
and also lived in Basra until his tragic death in February 2008, leaving

."a widow and. 6 children. | am a Shia Muslim and had been'a'gainst
Saddam Hussein. H:{: had ordered the death of one of my brothers who -

had ‘been in the navy during the Iran-raq war. | had welcomed the

British forces nto Iraq and had even givén my-children flowers to give

to the soldiers when they had arrived.
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At the time of my arrest, | owned the fbn Al-Haitham Hotel (“the Hotel"),
Basra, in partnership with C001 and.

—. { bought an interest in the Hotel at the

end of 2001 when it consisted of only pillars. We commigsioned -
bwﬁdmg works to be undertaken and they were compfeted by about

May 2002. | entered into a partnershsp agreement WE‘IE’?CQO‘E and
Bl ch 25 May 2002 and we entered into a contract with the
freeholder of the property on 1. June 2002,

Following "she_ fall of Saddam HuSseén’s regime, business at the Hotel

consistently improved and by August/September 2003 we had about

- 95% occupancy. Qur clients at the Hotel were mainly from ir.aq,'
although they would also come from Kuwait, the UAE and Iran. They
would .genera!iy bé business pedp_le_, for instance, in the car trade. The
Hotel was of a high-quality, | would de_scﬁbe it as the equh(atent_'ef a3
star - or "CategG?y'Z” ~ hotel. It was fully carpeted, with air conditioning

" and televisions in all rooms. There were 21 rooms in total and at the
time "of 'my' arrest and detention we would char'gé on average 35,000
Iragi dinar per room (foi' a doub'ie'room).

t was the only person who had a key to the Hotei safe, which Was
situated in the management office. My pariners and | had agreed that
_only one person ..a.hf_s'uid, be a.ccouniahie..fah ..the_- safe. and we agreed
that this should be me. We thought that it would not be workable if the

. three of us had acoess. to the safe. .1 would check the safe on a daEEy'

basis. Our gussts would pay by cash and we would ikewise pay our

thIs by cash, so there was always a lot of money in the safe.

| had employed my brother Kifah to work at the Hotel-as an electrician
and he began ‘w.'orkiﬂg there in abou’i' December 2002 .He had
graduated from_ an Enéti‘tute as an "ele'ct_ric‘ran and prior to working for
me he had worked as an electrician on ships since he'iove'd_to travel.
At the Hotel, Kifah’s hours were _gehe_raily 8am to 2pm, although he
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‘would often be- af work"ouis-i'de these hours if there was a'probEerh for

mstance wnth the alr-conditlomng or the generator as was often the

case in those ctays foliowmg the invasion.

At the time of my arest and: detention i also owned a ceramics

business comprising a shopfShoWrocm and a w’aréhbuse. [ had
commenced the business in 1990 as a sole trader, seling ceramic

building materials wholesale in Iraq. Initially | sold a range of building
materials, but in 1996 | began selling only ceramic tiles..

After the Hotel opened in 2002, | wbufd spend the day wofking at the

cerarmnics business, then come to the Hotel to do rﬁy work there in the

~ evening-and eventuaily go home to sleep at night. The show room was
just opposite the Hotel, only 2{)~39 metres away, S0 % could ke*Ep a
close eye on it even when | was over atthe Hotei

" With the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime, my ceramics business

flourished. | displayed specialist ceramics, such as bathroom and
kitchan tiles, at the shop/showroom, some of which w{)uid be imported
from Kuwait and Syria. During the 'posi—war reconstruction phase in
Irag these were very p’c)puiér-‘and business Was good. | would sell to
retailers and other merchants in Baghdad as well as m_erch.ants and

_wholesalers in other cities. | had no need to travel since | would
conduct business via the telephone. 1 would take .._orders'-in the show
room and the products would then be transported from 'the‘_war_eheus_e. _

At the time of my arrest, | was making a profit of about US$12,000 per

. month from this business and was doing very well,

Prior to my armrest and detention, my héalﬂ'\ was very good. | had
suffered from kidney stones immediately after my wedding in 1993, but

" apart from that | had few medicat problems. | may have had a slight
hernia developing at the time of my arrest, but it did not cause me any
trouble and | did not seek any -medica—_il advice. My job'was not physical,
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but offlce-based and did not put any stfaan on my body., stah hkew:se
‘was very healthy prior to his arrest.

ARREST AT THE HOTEL

At approximately 6am on 14 Sepie'mber 2003, | receéve_d a telephone .
- call at home from Kifah who had slept at the Hotel the: night before fa's
'was common in those days, when we were hé#ing lots of brobiemé '
with the air conditioning system and génerater) Kifah told me that .
“British soldiers were searchmg the Hotel and had requested the key to '
the Hotel safe. | told him that | would be there in 10 mlnutes | thought
this was strange because there ha;:_i been no problems in relation to the -

running of the Hétél_ previously; | did not underst_and why_tﬁe_ Hotel was
being searched. ' ' '

After Kifah's call, | hurried to the Hotel by taxi and arrived there within

about 10 minutes. - When | arrived | found tanks and military ve_'hicies'

surrounding the Hotel. The Hotel had a glass front and even before |
- climbed the steps to the Hotel | could see the British forces inside and '

my employees lying on the floor. | could have fun away at that point if |

warted to but as | was confident that we did not have any" security

problems | decided to go in.

E ‘ined to enter the buildmg but was told to “get out” by a British soidier
stancf:ng at the door. He was weil built, not much taller than me and .

had a shaved head. He was wearing a brownish uniform and was

~ tattooed in greenish brown 6n either one or both of his arms. | deseribe:
-~ him in detail below. After explaining to him in English that | was the
- owner of the Hotel and that | had the key to the safe, he allowed me to

enter.

The safe key was mmemately taken from me and I was orcfered tolie

down on the floor atongsrde the rest of my workers, in th@ lobby area of
the Hotel. As far as | recall it was the solider with the tattoo who told

BMI02257




18.

16,

L/MATA/6/5

mé to lie down. 1 asked him why, but he just shouted and told me to -
) get déwn on the fioor. | lay face down on the floor with my forehead'
-resting on my hands I asked Kifah in a whfsper why ‘this was'
happemng "and he said it was because CO01 had un away.

Although | was lying face down I could still see what was happemng by
raising my eyes. | thought that the soldier who had dealt with me up'to

this point was not an officer but merely a soldier, from’ the type of

uniform that he was weanng Only one of the soldiers had a stzck and

- he was giving the other ones orders. | gathered that he was an officer

and as far as I recall he had a star on his lapel. .N_one of the other
soldiers had stars on their uniform. The officer was about 170cm in

height, and aged between 25-32 years, He had W“ite"’go-"’“red-s'kiﬂ.

with a red tan. He wore a beret which might have been red in colour,
and his sleeves were rolled up. in Irag when you wear ciothes like thss

B it means you are Sp@cuai Forces He had a rounded face gfeen ayes
no facial hair and was clean shaven. | will refer *t_o this soldier as

‘Officer A, | did not see him again after | left the hotel.

[ recall that the following employees were on the floor aiong with me:

. Kifah, DOO3 (he was not strictly an employee of the Hote!

business but of the restaurant which was run separately to the Hotel)),

‘D00z _ (a security guard), D004

(who worked on the generators) and
DOO1 {a cleaner). ' o

| recall that the equivalent of approximately US$3,100 (or around

4,350,000 dinar) was in the Hotel safe that morning. The Hotel ‘safe k
- was based in the management office. Baha Mousa's father, Lt Colonel
- Daoud Mousa (“Colonel Mousé”), who was a police colonel, had come

o the Hotel to collect his son. | recall he suddenly shouted out o the

- officer in charge that the soidiers were stealing the money from the

safe and putting it into their pockets.
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When | heard him say this | faiééd-my heaid and saw t_hroﬁg_h the glass
“wall to the management office that the soldiers had opened the safe

and were putting wads of money into a large bag: The money was in

' traqi dina;'s'. Because of inflation, the notes are worth a lot less and this
- meant that although there were hundreds of nofes in the safe they
" were only actually worth about US$3,100. - Howsver, | think that the

soldiers must have seen the moné;y and thought that it was a .'s'maﬁ_

fortune.

Daoud Mousa was standing and he told Officer A that the soldiers were

putting mo_n_r_ay' into their pockets. The officer then shouted at the
_ soldiers and appeared to order them to take the money out of their__.
 pockets aﬂd.ppt it into some nylon bags. | saw the soldiers take the-

money out of their pockets, This was the last | saw of the money,; 1

was not provided with a re¢eip§ for what was taken, nor was | given it o

hack on mys_eveﬁtuai release, aith'dugh.-i did explain that money had

been taken to the Royal Military Police when | was interviewed. The

officer asked Colonel Mousa why he was there and Colonet Mousa

* ‘explained that he had come to collect his son, B’aha Mousa, who
"’ w_or‘kad at the Hotel. '

While | was lying on the floor, every ricw and then | felt the soldier who

told me to “get out” kick me softly on the head and look down at me. |
felt that he was doing this to humiliate me, as he was not kicking me
hard enough t_o'hus‘t me. He was the sahﬁe soldier who had shoutéd_.at
me on my é_rrivai-, This soldiér was about 180cm - in "height, aged
between 35—38 years and was of étrong mu.scuié? b&ild. He was bald in
the middie of his head and had light brown héir which was shaved. He

. had white skin with some red, his eyes were green, he was clean
stiaven_ and he had no facial hair. He had a long nose and was weari.ng
a broWn t-shirt and military desert trousers. He had a long tattoo on his '
r_ighﬁ-'ﬁr -l.eft forearm which was green and brown in the shape of a

snake or a scorpion with stars inside that design. | will s;efer‘ to him as
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‘Soldier B'. | drew ‘a_picture of his tattoo for ihe Military Police in -

Februaty 2008

‘We had 4 or 5 Kalashnikov guns at the Hotel, although at the time of

the raid one of these was broken. We were entitled to own these

weapons- because the Government had publically énno_&nﬁced that

citizens could own guns to protect eurselves about 4 to. 5 manths after
Saddam’s regime collapsed. At that time there was no police force, no

* rule of law and we had 1o protect.ourselves. In particular, we needed

the guns for protection against a local tribe calied “Al Garamsha™. This

. tribe was notorious for committéng crimes in the area and most hotels

kept guns for protection. The tribe would come and steal your car or
would kidnap your children and you would not be able o do anything

about it. | remember that once, after one of their members was killed,
the gang came fo a.weli-kriowr_la area of Bas_ra and shut the place dew_n’ '

for 3 days. They were regularly shooting and even the. British forces
could not control them. | knew of one hotel in the region, the Dar Es
Saiaam Hotel, which had been taken by the gang and the owner of

another hotel in Basra was killed by gang members, There had been

announcements publicised on television aﬂthoﬁsing all households to

_ keep fwe guns for protection. We were allowed several guns, as we

were aliar‘ge hotel,

could be seen from outside and hopefﬁl'ly_ deter any crimiaais' from
robbing or harming us. | explained all of this to one of the soldiers who
had asked me about the weapons, via the interpreter who was present

with them (I later recognised this interprater as the one in the video

showing Corporal Payne shouting at us which was shewn at the Court

Martial in. the UK).

The soldiers then pointed to the mobile telecommunications shop (“the '

shop®) and asked what it was. The shop was rented by C001  as his

. own private business and it was separate from the rest of the Hotel. 1t

7

- We kept.the guns in.the lobby/reception area of the Hotel.so that-they . - ‘
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had a sign on the front which said something like “Worldwide
Communications”. Péople would pay fo use his phones: to make calls

" since few peepie could afford to have. moba&e phones at the time. ih_
fact, dur;ng Saddam Hussein’s reign we were not aiiOWed to have any -

contact with the outside world.” He paid us approxarnateiy 150 000
dinars per month in rent for the premsses, which is approxamateEy..$_1GO_
and he alone took the profits from this business. Although there was an
internal door bhetween the s.hep’and the Hotel, we had boarded up this
door and placed a caléndar over it to reduce movement between the

-shop and the Hotel. People could only ehter the shop from the

external door on to the street, which we thought was better for safety.
Only COO1 arid his father DOOB ‘were
allowed into the office in the shop There was asafe in the cff ice, again
to which only €001 and maybe his father had access. | did not
know what he k@pt in his office or his safe. | knew that he had sateiilte
communications equment for making intermational c_a!is.smce at that

time it was not possible to call internationally without that equipmant .

But that equipment was never used for my own business.

The external door to the shop was covered by a metal shutter as it was
early in the morning. The soldiers discovered the internal door that had
been boarded up and broke this down. They went into the shcp and

broke intc the safe. They found some weapons in thers, | think that

‘they found 2 hand gre‘nades,_?_.pis@s and some identity cards

belonging toC001  (which we later found out were false). | was told
that these iterns had been found during my first interrogation and | had
no knoWEedge" of them before that. | had no idea thatC001  keptany
weapdns in his safe. | had never seen anyone carrying weapons in or
out of that room. One of the soldiers asked me how come | did not
know what was in that safe. | explained that it was €001 5 safe and

that 1 had no interest in it or access to it.

| Buring my-inferrogaﬁ_on at Camp Bucca, | was shown the phoiagraphs

of some of my employees posing with guns. | had not seen these
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photos before, and it was clear that they wéfe just having ‘some fun.
T‘he‘Hote}E also had a notebook which contained the telephone

numbers of the switchb_oardé for the Iragi intefligence Service. A"t,the'

time of Saddam's r-égime, each, H{)’set was reqﬁii"ed to give information
about each guest That was the policy, and after the col!'apse of the
regime we continued following the same procedu;es and pass on guest
forms to the EnieEi;gence Service. ' ' '

The defence served in the civil proceedings ny the Ministr_y ofli_)e'fenc_e,

Aaccepts thaf the shop was attached to the Hotel and that the soldiers

were told that it was a separate concem belonging 0C001 The
Defence document goes on as follows:

at'the hotel the soldiers found weapons and similar articles '
‘whlch were consistent with insurgent activity, namely rifles, AK47s, .
a large quantity of ammunition, grenades, bayonets, a sniper.

scope, timers reasonably believed at the time to be indicative of

" bomb-making activity, forged nden’uty documents and a large -

- quantity of lragi dinars”

My position on this is that the rifles’ in the front of the Hotel were for

security; there was monsy in the safe that was taken and has never

been returned; and | have never otherwise been: formally notified as to o
why it is being retained. All of the other items listed are unknown to me.

If they were found inC001 s shop, that part of the property was
separated off and not under my confrol.

CO01  was single and generally slept at the Hotel on the sofa in the
management office. However, | noticed that he was not with the rest of

“the staff by the time | arrived, so'l think that he must have escaped by

then, possibly via a door at the rear of the 'Hoi’ei. The soldiers began

~ searching for COCG1 , they appeared intent on finding him and

became very angry when they realised that he was not there, We -waré
's_éiil'lying on the floor at this pdint_ and the éame soldier whom | had met
on my arrival at the hotel cohtinue_d to kick me in the ‘head.' There were
approximately 10 to 15 soldiers in the Hotel at this time.
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The soldiers asked me and the other em?!éy'ees-to tell them where

CO01  was. We told the soldiers that we did not know where he was

but we offered to take them to his house. The soldiers igneréd what we-
were saying and insisted that we tell them where C001  was hiding.’

When we could not answer, this appeared to anger them further.

| recall that guests of the Hotel were coming downstairs around that

time. | could hear their steps and, if | looked up, [ could see them. The
guests sat on the sofas with their bags. The soldiers then searched
their hand luggage. 1 do not know what happened to them after that

" because | was taken to the toilets with my employees and, by the time |

came out, | was terrified and not able to focus on what was happening

<

1o them.

‘When the soldiers realised that we could not tell ih@i‘nCQO? 's

wheréabouts. they took me, Kifah and alilmy other employe_es_to one of
the Hotel toilets where we were humiliated. | think there were three
soldiers in the toilet area with us. | am told that my RMP statement
says that there was .only one solider who took us into the toilets but
that is a mistake. Three soldiers took us to the toilets then eventually
two left and one soldier remained guarding us. They took D002  (the
security guard) and forced him to sit in the pit of the latrine then

- continually flushed the chain. Iragi toilets are at ground {evel with

grooved ridges on other side of the ’Eoile’é' to place ones feet. When a
toilet is flushed the waste swills éroun_d on the surface of the toilet, so

D002 ' clothes became totally soiled with the toilet waste. The
Doo2

soldiers kept laughing at this. | don't know w’h_y they picked on

perhaps it was because he was a big; tall man, maybe they wanted to
" make him feel small. The rest of us were ordei’ed to squat on the floor.
I was kicked once by a solider on one of my lower iegs and | think

Kifah was -also kicked by the safne solider who was randomly kicking

out. 1 am told that my RMP statement states: that we were all made to

sit on fhe toifet in turn but that is not Correct_.

10
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After approximately 20 minutes in the toilet we were ftaken fo the

reception area and our han_d_s_ were cuffed with a rope. | could not

befieve what was happening to us, | always thought that British people -
L were piviiiéed and I was shocked at how the soldiers were acting.

The ather'__HeteI workers and | were then forced into a military vehidle.
| think it was about 8.00 am because | had arrived at 6.15 am and we

- “had been there about two hours. | was not hoodefd' at this point, but | -
- think that | was blindfolded with a fabric blindfold which had not'bee_n _

properly put in place so | could still see past the blindfold. The vehicle

- was covered on top and on the sides so, in any event, {-could not see
‘where we were going. The journey took approximately 10 minutes. We
‘sat in the back af the lorry throughout the journey, the soldiers with us.

| was not assaulted during that journey.

_ TENEPORARY_DETENTIQN FACILITY

32.

- 33.

] recéll that on arrival at t_he detention facility, a lot of soldiers were

shouting at us to climb down from the back of the truck. Because the

biindfold was not properly fitted 1 could see roughly where we were and
| recognised the building to be the old Ba'ath Party E'nteiiig'ence'

Headquarters, which was a very tall recognisable building. | do not
recall seeing any other Iraqi deta‘inee_s' apart from my colleagues at this

lacation on our arrival.

The sdl&iefs then took us inside the building Whiie‘s'hout&hg “no talking, . '
no talking”. Once inside my blindfold was removed and was replaced
“with a hood. 1 could see through the hood and we were in a small

room {(approximately 3 metres by 4 metres) which was dirty and had no

- furniture in it. There was a window which was one metre high and
" about 80 cm wide. | recall that about 8 to 10 setdiers were present in

the room at this time, one of whom was the same soldier who had

assaultad me at the Hotel. When we entere_d the room we were .

it
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'sebarateci_mintdﬁwgreupswandweach group was made to siand at

opposite ends of the room, A soldier then confiscated my pes’sonai

‘belongings, which included Uss180, about 26,000 Eraqs dinar and my.
mobile telephone. The soldsers dscf not ask us what our names were _
and | cannot recall being photographed i aEso cannot recall recelving a |
-medical examination at thig stage. B

The hood was made of cord-like material, which was rough in texture.

As stated, | could see some shadows and ouflines through the small

holes in the hood, although this got more difficult as time went by and -
~ sweat from my face dripped in to my eyes. | am unable to recall the

description of the person who hooded me. After 2 to 3 hours they
notaced that | could see a little througn the holes in the sack and so

‘.they put another one on. ! felt suffocated w;th two hoods and said out

loud to the other detainees that we ‘were going to die but, somehow, |

found tﬁ.e_ strength from God to carry on. My hands were also cuffed in

fr;:n‘t_of my body and remained like that for 3 days.

After being hooded, the beatings began. The soldiers would decide
whai position we had to get into, they would then order us to sit and we

~would sit, or to stand and we would stand. They would also order us to-'

stretch our arms out and we would. They would shout at us in English
and an interpreter would translate. | recall that the first position we

were toid to get into was to stretch our arms out in front of us, bend our
~ legs and lean against a wall. | could generally hold the positions for a-

while and 1 sensed that | was better at this than the other detainees. |

felt that | was stronger mentally and tried fo encourage them,‘saying

that' we were innccent and had to be strong, that we had high morals. |

also told them in '-Engiish “When the British arrived in Basra, 1 took my

children into the streets with flowers to :wy:ai'come them”. | was told, “No

- talking” énd the beatings continued. As tif-ne went on | became tired,

but if we could not hold the position then the soldiers would shout and

beat us until we did. At other times, the soldiers - would all of a éudden '

order us to get into a different position.

12
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| was beaten all over. 1 recall. being hit with a fist on my back aﬂ'd being

kicked all over my body. Sometimes a sold:er would iqck me from

behind in the back of my knees, i{hsnk to make me bend my éegs They

also kept shqui;ng at us “no talking, no talking” even when we were '_
- not. | could hear them making fun of us-and laughing. | would estimate

that there were at least 7 or 8 soldiers in the room during the first day
since | could hear that we were all being continuously beaten, and

- think that there must have been at least one soldier for each of us.

As time went on | grew tired and desperate, it seemed that even if t did
- what the soldiers asked-of me Lwould still be beaten. As | understand a .

little bit of English 1 could tell that the so_!tﬁers were taking bets as to

~who could make me fall down. After hearing this, a soldier punched
my back around my kidney with such great force that it caused me to
fall to the floor in pain. When 1 fell down the soldiers started to laugh.

and shout as if they had achieved what they wanted. They would beat

- me while | was on the floor as well. They kept beating me on my lower

back, 'espeC%alEy on the right side around my kidneys — | think they
could tell that this was very painful for me. A soldier then propped me
up so that they could beat me and make me fall down agam After a
while | started throwang myself on the floor before they had a chance to

make me fall over, just so that they would beat me less.

That first day | was beaten cantinuously and repeated!y untit | was

taken for questioning. Throughout the day | could hear noises fromthe
oiher detainees who were in the room and at times it felt as if the-

soldiers were hitting us in turn, they really seemed to enjoy it. | told my

" colleagues to do exactly what they were asked to do otherwise we

would be killed. 1 could hear them being beaten and | remember one

of them shouting, “Why are we hit, why are we beaten?” | heard their

cries of pain continuously throughout the first day. Kifah and | would
call out to each other and 1 heard his cries of pain.

13
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39.  On the first day' Baha Mousa was --i{ept in the same room as us. We

40.

41.

42.

43.

were.all beaten equally harshly on that day, . -

TACTICAL QUESTIONING

On the evening of the first day, when t_he sun was setling, two of .ﬁ“trée _
- soldiers grabbed me on either side of my body and watked me outs?de
“to another room. 1 was stili hooded at this stagé but | could tell that we
went outside because | could feel the fresh air. | could see the outline

of an empty swimming pool as | was taken to a'nother' room and heard
the soldiers ask each other as we went past, “Shall we throw him in?"

When we arr’ivec_i_in this other room my hood was lifted up and placed

on the top of my head, but | remained hand-cuffed. The room was
- uxurious, so | could tell that it was used by someone important, a high
level person. | recall seeing a television; compulter, a table with about 5

telephones and sofas. | noticed that the lights were on in the foom and -

thought that it must have been dark outside by then,

| saw a tall man with blue/green eyes. His nose was thin and long ahd
h%_s hair was'combed back. He was tall, thin and he was white ‘skinned.
His hair was white and receding.in front. He was middle aged, not
young and was wearing a uniform. He appeared to be the leader of
the soldiers. He asked me what my name was and whether | was a

member of the Ba'ath Party. | told him my name and replied that | was

'not a member of the_Party, that in fact | was a Shia who had been
~wronged by Saddam Hussein. Saddam killed my brother, | hated him.
He then asked me about Osama Bin Laden and | said that | was Shia .

and that I hate Osama Bin Laden and do not believe in what he says. -

The man was standing about one and.a half feet away from me. He

 did not hit me but he was very severe in his way of talking to me. He

asked me about the arms and identity cards which had been found in

‘ ‘C00'§ 's safe. | told him that they had nothing to do with me; that |
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had no identity cards for my wdrkers | said that the arms found in
'CO01 s safe had nothing to do w:th me or the Hotei and that | had

nothing to do with the personal mat’tea‘s of Coo1

There was an interpreter in- the. ro‘oni but the man quesfioning' me said .

that he would speak with me du‘ectiy as he cou!d tell that | understood
some English. He commented that he had nothang against me or my

feflow workers, that he knew we were not Ba'athists and were not
- security risks ourselves. He said that if | brought _,himcoo_" he would

release all of us within 15 minutes. | told 'him'that | did not know where
Coo1  was but offered to take him to his house. He said that they
had already been to his house but had not found him. '

Again he asked me where CO01  was. trecall him sayiég, “f_;ﬁok me
in the eyes, do not tell me that you do not know coot He then
said that | had one minute to a’emember and that, if| dldn’t remember I
would be taken to Camp Bucca. | said immediately again that | did not
know where CO01  was, but he told me to wait for the minute. When

time was up he said “Your minute is ﬁnisﬁed, where is COC1 2" He

said “If you tell me whereC00T  is, | will release you and your staff in
five minutes. | don't want yau i ;ust want CO01 - | toid him that |
did not know. - —

"1 did not complain to my interrogator about my ill treatment since he

was severe in his manner and | was only in there. for about 4 or §
minutes. Besides, it was clear from my appearance that I had been il

treated since my clothes had been tomn, | wén__s barefoot and | lo_oked

exhausted. | told him that there was no difference between them and

Saddam Husseiﬂ in that when Saddam Hussein wani‘ed someone he

. would have the whoie family arrested. However he just puiied the sack

over my face with force, told me to shut ‘my mouth, pusheci me and -

instructed the soldiers to take me back
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Although my- hood had been lifted, | did not see the faces of the
- soldiers who' had taken me to the interrogation room, as they were

‘'standing to my side. They took me back to the room | had been in

. previously. When | arrived i saw in otline a large number of soldiers
and heard my workers crying o_ui loudly in pain. It seemed like the -

soldiers were changing shifts (there were about 2-3 shifts per day) but
that both shifis stayed there together _'for _around 15 minutes. The
soldiers were shouting and my workers were crying.

Wi’fhin the ﬁrét minute of my retufh- | was hit by the soldiers’ hands
many times. | cried out in a loud voice and shouted out in English
“What had happened”; the soldiers just laughed. Although | was

‘hooded, | sensed from their fo_otsteps and voices that there were about
20 soidiers in.the room. The abuse intensified and | felt that | was

treated evén;moré_harshiy after ret_t;rh'ing from seeing the interrogating.
officer. | think by that time there must have been at least twice the

" number of soldiers as detainees to enable them to continuously beat

us as they did. | could hear the soldiers laughing as they beat us, it.

‘was as if fhe_y were celebrating beating us, like it was Christmas.

Because _thére_ were so many soldiers they could repeatedly hit ué,

taking furns.

| was beaten cbniinuously that night; mostly they hit me using their
hands ailthough 1 think that they also used a wooden stick.. | recall
being kicked in the knees with their heavy boots. i_}uriﬁg different shifts

the soldiers would also play karate - they would shout “karate” and kick

us high on our bodies.

It was very hot in Basra and the hoods made me sWeai which dripped
into my eyes, sﬁnging them. 1 also found it difficult to breathe whilst

wearing 2 hoods so | would ask to drink water, just for the hoods to be

lifted. "OCCasE_cln'aIEy this request was granted and, when it was, my

hood would be lifted up and [ could breathe more easily. The hoods

would be lifted above my eyes, but | was too exhausted and dazed to
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~ concentrate on the features of the soldiers in the roqm.'rn a statement |
made to the RMP on 24 September 2003 | was able to describe one of
the soldiers. | described him as-about 510" fo 6" in height, §5~4G_years,
with a long thin face, greeni_sh. coloured eyes, white skin with some
fanning and a long thin nose with no facial hair. He was dressed in a‘
white t-shari and miiltary trousers. He would always shout and was
there in the building throughout the time | was there. He would - p[ace-
his face right next to mine and shout at me in English, “No taiking,
‘hands up”. | will refer to this man as Soldier C. | thought | might be able
o fecogﬂiée this man again but when the RMP showed me video
footage of men in uniform in January 2004 | was unable to recdgnise
himn in the footage. Now with the passage of tlme | am unabie to recail -
what this individuat looked like.

51, ‘Sometimes when [ asked for water a soldier lifted up my hood and "
poured hot water into my mouth. When [ told him '_that it was hot water
and that | could not possibly drink it, he I‘aughé_d and said "no problem”
and then h_e retumned with cold water and ice which he poured over my

. head and back.

52, On'the first day and night | was not given anything to eat. 1de not think
N that 1 was taken to the toilet that first day but 1 think éfter midnight I was
taken to the toilet, however, at all times | was hooded. We were not
allowed to sleep at all during the first night, we were continuously
beaten and sﬁouted at. The soldiers would shout very loudly, it would -
pie;.'ée your ears. I'was given nothing to eét on the first day or night in
custody. - |

DAY 2 - 15.09.03 .

53. The same abusive treatment continued on the second day» We were
continually held in stress positions and beaten; there was no break at
any point. 1 could tell that it was mornang because | couid hear the
_birds smgsng The soldzers would change shifts and so the numbers of
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_ so’ldiers involved varied. | was completely exhausted and still in a state _
of shock ‘as to why | was i this situation in the first place. Again, | was _
kicked and punched a'E-! day. | think that it may have been on the

' 'second day that | Was kicked hard in thé'_groin when | was standing. |

had a very slight hernia prior fo my arrest and detention, but it did not

-cause me any trouble. However, during the course of my beatings over

the two days, it developed into a huge swelling and was exfremely
painful, making it even more dificult for me to maintain the postures we
were required to hold. When | asked for drinking water, they would
sither throw cold water over my head while the hood was still on, or

- give me hot water to drink directly. | was not given any food on the

second day.

| was taken to the toilet outside the room two or three times throughout

"my fime at the detention centre, but the soldiers never denied my '

request to be taken. However, because we. were hardly drinking or

| eating | managed to maintain contro) and did not soil myseif. On one

occasion when | was taken to the toilet n’iy hood was lifted, | was;ébEe
to see some of the :surrounding buildings, but was too exhausted to

take much in.’

On the first day, the seven of us who had been arrested at the Hotel
were all in the same room. Kifah and | weuld call out to each other
during the day, to try to give each other support. Sometime during the

~ second day, however, | heard someone being grabbed and dragged

into another room. 1 later reaEiéed that this was Baha Mousa. Towards
the end of that day my beating stoppéd and it felt as if the soldiers
were concentrafing their beatings on Baha Mousa. In my opinion he
was targeted by the soldiers through an act of revengeé because his
father informed the officer in charge of the raid that the British soldiers
were stealing money from the Hotel safe. .Bai'.;a had. hot been able to
stand and | recall hearing him say-fo the soldiers that death was better
than torture. | could hear his cries and screams from outside our room,
He was _scr_eaming in Arabic “Blood, blood, | am going fo die” and “My
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children would become orphans, my wife recently died.” He a!So said,
“Why do you do this? | do not support Saddam” ahd “I am not a

Ba’athist’. { have kniown Baha for ten years and | can cieaﬂy recognsse :
his. voace it seemed that Baha' s pleas were not beang translated to the -

soldiers. As far as | recall, the soldiers just said to Baha “no talking”. |
could hear someone repeatedly being picked up and throwh on the
ground'and presumed that this was Baha. Less than 30 mihﬁtes after
he was taken to another room, Baha s .crying stopped. Baha was not
retumed 1o the foom and we were all petﬂfsed

A_fter all of thié, we were all treated very differently. - About 15 minufes

aﬂer_Baha' Mousa stopped crying out a doctor came into our room, |

had told the gu_as’gis'tha’s | was sick as my groin was inflamed. This had
happened when | was kicked eattier in the day. He examined me and

told the soldiers that | should not be beaten any more. E'rea'iised that it -

was late at night by then because it was very dark. l'thinkwit- was after
midnight. | was extremely tired and so | canhot recall what he looked
like. The doctor told a scldier to take me to the medical centre on a

stretcher.

| was taken to the medical centre where the doctor looked at my hernia

and touchéd it with his fingertips, putting pressure on it. He seemed

surprised and asked me, through an interpreter, what had caused this

and whether | had had it before. | told him that it was caused 'by the

beatings. | also told him that | had kidney stones. The doctor did not
say anything to me after [ told him that | had been beaten but |

" remember him telling the two guards who carried me -i-he'ré, in Erégl_ish,

“Dory't hit him anymore, he might die.” | cannot recall being given any
medication there. Although. my hood was removed in the medical
centre | did not see much as | was lying on my back while being

examin.ed. In total | was in the medical centre for 7-10 minutes. To my

_knowledge, Kifah was not taken to the medical centre that _eve_ning. |

was taken back to the same room at the detentio'r_;'far;élity on a

stretcher. | was not beaten but the soiﬁ?ers continued to beat the other
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Iragis. | was re-hooded and remained cuffed. Eventually, -after 36

hours, we were allowed to sleep on the hard fﬂc}or of the detention

centre.

DAY 3 - 16.09.03

On the third day we were given a breakfast of aggs, tomatoes and

beans. As | recall this was the first and the last meal | was given after

my arrest. We were not g_ivén any bread or tea; just hot water. We
‘had to eat our breakfast with our hands cuffed but my hood was lifted

to expose my face. | recall seein'g"a'lf,the other victims around me whe
alt iooked exhausted and dishevelied: In my view we all seemed close
o deéih; and if we had been beaten for a further hour | fear more of us

would have died. 1. also recall 'ssé_ing about 20 -soldiers who were

~standing around us. We w_eré in the room we had been held in from

the start which | have described as paragraph 33. About 15 minutes

after breakfast the other victims were rehooded but | wa_é not. | could .
see the soldiers starting to beat the other detainees for about 2 to 3 -

minutes, although they did not beat me. [ could not stand by that point

due to my hernia. | could hear Kifah’s voice among those crying out. |

felt that | was the only one who was not shouting. The b_eétings did not

seem as severe as they had been previously.

The soidiers then ordered us into :miiitar'y vehicles to be transported fo
Umm Qasr (Camp Bucca). Thad to be cartied to the military vehicle on
a stretcher because t could not walk. " Kifah looked almost finished and

he was in a terrible way physically and'psycho!og-i'c'a!ly-, he looked very

tired and watked with a stoop o the'vehiciet complaining of bad back

pain.

As we each got into the vehicle our hoods were removed hut our hands
reméined tied. It was at this point that I realised that CO01 s brother,

D005 _ ~, and his father, D006
~ had also been detained. We all saw that Baha Mousa
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" was not there and thought that something was wrong. The vehicle was

._tiovered on fop, but not on the sides and | recall seeing a crovs}d of

_ abcui 20 soldiers sténd’ing around as we left the detention centre. - |
‘cannot now recall recognising any of the soldiers in the group. If t see

their faces perhaps | could remember but at this point | cannot recall
‘who [ saw. '

Some soldiers got into the béck with us. One even offered me a Pepsi
1o dréhk but [ didn't take it. | didn’t even know if he was being serious.

‘We WQ_;'@ initially taken to another of Saddam’s palaces, ‘which we
understood to be a “resting place” for British soldiers, where we
_ .rem_éié'ned in the vehicle for about 10 minutes before being taken on to.

Camp Bucca-,'ftanked_ by a tank.on either side.

Throughout'my detention, | _ciid not resist the British Army and |
'coﬁper_ated fully with all of their demands. It was a terrifying
experience. . S

CAMP BUCCA

85,

64.

On artival at Camp Bucca | was taken to the Al-Samita (silent) camp. _

This was a camp where new-comers were taken — if anyone spoke at
the camp they were placed in solitary confinement. | was not taken on

a stretcher and kept falling down when trying to walk. | felt most pain.in

 my lower back, around my kidne_ys; my groin and left '_Ieg were also
~very sore, my back was bowing and 1 could barely walk. Then two

soldiers carried me, | am sure in order to make me walk faster rather

than for any humanitarian reasons. | recall that by that time it was

‘sunset. As we arrived they did not appear sympathetic to our kad

physical condition, we were so tired but they insistéd on taking our

finger-prints and blood tests.

The doctor at the Camp was very bad. We were éxamined as soon as
wé arrived at the Camp. | told him that my kidneys hurt and could not
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stand but he still kept trying to make me stand. ‘The e)caminati_oﬁ did
not last for more than two minutes and | was not given any medication.

He told me that I'had nothing wrong with me. After some minutes they
said *whoever is ill should see the doctor”. Kifah said that he wanted to,

‘but | told him not to bother since ﬁ'ﬁs doctor was bad; | tofd him just to

sit down, as they had no mercy. He replied that he was in so much
pain he would die if he did not get help, he could not resist the pain any
longer. ' '

Both Kifah and P%03 were then taken to hospital. Indeed, Kifah stayed
" in hospital for about 2 months due to problems with his kidneys. | think
" D003 was admitted for about 2 weeks. |

After Kifah and DOO3 left for the hospital at Al Shu'aiba, my pains grew

woise_and [-wanted to see the doctor again. My left leg was severely

* hurting ali over from the groin all down my leg — 1 had bruising and
fuptured hlood vessels all the way down from h1y knee to my foot: My

back was also hurting around my kidneys, my ribs felt sore and
fractured and there was blood in my urine. | was later told by a doctor
at the Camp that my ribs were broken. '

Af‘ter a few days at the camp the soldiers asked pri_sohers with strong |

physiques to carry me to some British military policemen who wanted
to talk to me. It was then that the investigation started. Before asking

_me any questions the investigator told me that he apologised for the
injuries caused o me. He asked me if | knew anything about Baha
- Mousa. | replied that | didn’t know where Baha was. The investigator

then asked me if | knew where he lived and | drew a map of his house

(in Sadr Square. He then told me that Baha was d:ead; As | had been

Baha's manager, he asked if | would sign the death certificate to

confirm that he was dead, so that it could be handed to his family.

On heariﬁg that Baha was deaﬁ_i started C?yéng. | couldnt control
myself, saying that his children had become orphans as his wife had
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H

~ died just 6 months before and “his chikiren were so young. The
investigator appeared affected by my reaction, | could tell from his -

expression, He again apologised for the ill treatment we had received.

!'was shocked and exhausted the first time that | was questionad 'by‘_

the 'rr';iEEtar_y police. After the first interview 1 started remembering more
about what had hap.pened'while wé were in defention. [ explained this
at the Court Martial. The British poiice force treated us well, In total |
was interviewed about 5 times by them while at Camp Bucca.

' Around the same time that | was que_stionéd by the military police, |

was also examined by a miiitary doctor.  The military doctor
recommendeci that | be transferred immediately to the British hospital

. in Al Shuariba, but again the soldiers refused. | st;ii could not tum from
‘side to sade and recall the doctor telling me that my bs’oken nbs would

get better with time. _He told me that | was suffering from deep vein

thrombosis (“DVT") in my left leg, my calf was painful and tender which
: _made it difficult for me to walk. | had suffered from this condition mildly

in the past, but was not suffering from it at the time of my arrest. The

doctor also confirmed my hernia. He referred me for testing for the
- DVT at Al Shu'aiba but this was not done. That | was not taken for

testing did not surprise me; | did not like the doctor at the camp and |
don’t think that he liked me. | thought that he wouldn't listen fo the

specialist and transfer me and I was right. 1 was not glven any

medical reports or records by the doctors while E was at Bucca.

Other detéi"nees advised that ice be put around my left leg to reduce
the swelling in the veins. My leg was covered in ice for 15 days and |
would try to walk slowly for about 15 minutes each day. The severe
nains Jasted fdr a further 3 weeks, but the ice did reduce the swutieh

veins. | was also gi\f_én pilis called "Profen” which reduced the swelling.

| stayed in the Al-Samita camp for around 20 days before being.
transferred back to the main camp at Bucca for 3 months. This camp
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was less strict than Al- Samita and the detainees were allowed to talk
to each other, D002 , D001 and DOO7 {who had also been
detained at the British Temporary Detention Facility in _Basta at the

same time as us) were in the same camp as me. We discussed what

had happened to us and all described the same exper;ences of ’ioﬁure
- we were al! surpnsed that we were still alive. '

- While t was at Cam'p Bucca, | recall being told by a doéfor {hai my ribs

would heal and that there was no medication for broken ribs. | was on!y
gaven painkillers. -

While I was at Camp Bucca, my brothers brought docurnents wh:ch
showed that | had no political affi ha’uons with the Ba'ath Party or any

other political parties. They also brought a cfocument of good hehaviour
" from Basra City Council, However,. thts did not seem fo make any

difference to my captors At Camp Bucca | was askad about €001
only once. | was not beaten.’ -

When thé military police interviewed me there | foid them that | had
given my children flowers to give to the British soldiers, that | u’sed to

think that British people were civilised with a good history and culture,

un'like the Americans who were a new civilisation with a bad réputation

in irag.

| honesily believe that we were detained at Camp Bucca to prevent us
from speaking out about Baha Mousa's death. I think that it would have

~also suggested that the British Army had killed an-innocent man if we-

were released straight away.

- | did not have any contact with Kifah after he was 'tak_en to hospital at

‘Al Shuaiba and did not see him until my eventual release. | understand

that Kifah was released the day after he returned to Carhp Bucca from

Al Sﬁu’_aiba hospital. | recall that one day at Camp Bucca | heard his

. name among those announced as people who were 1o be released.
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Camp Bucca was run by bo’éb the Bri_ﬁsh and U'S'for'c_es._ There seemed
to be some disagreement betWeen them and in about January 2004,
approximately 5,000 detainees from the Cam? were transferred to Al
Shuaiba. At Al Shu'aiba there were & halls of d'etainées captured by
the British forces, each holding about 30 péep!é;‘!_’he rest of the 5,000

prisoners had been captured by the US forces. D003 and | were sent to

one cafnp at Al Shuaiba and my other colleagues were sent
elsewhere. Each of us had a detention number.

|. can tell the difference betwaén_ a British_ahd American .'acce'nt‘ '_
Americans tend to speak faster and cut off the end of their words. At
‘Camp Bucca | was attended to.by US soldiers; even the doctor was

Amarzcan At Al Shu'aiba 1 was attended by Britzsh soidzers Agam }
was only questioned about C001 once while | was Ehere 1 was
never told why | was still being detained. In total | spent 3 months at

each camp

At Al Shuwaiba, on orie occasion Whan | was visited by the military
police they were accompanied a woman. | think that it was on this
occasion that the soldiers showed me a DVYD of a man shouting at us

" while we were detained in Basra and also pictures of soldiers to see if i
could identify anyone. Unfortunately because a long time had already

passed and bécause | had been hooded for the ma;onty of my

detention, | could noi sdenttfy any of the soldiers.

My family first visited me 21 days after my de‘téntion_ at Cam;s Bucca.
Thereafter, they visited me twice a week during 'my' detention. My
children and my brothers visited me. | told my wife not to gome. Seeing
my children was indescriba'bie, they cc_auid not believe what _had

happened to me and on seeing me they st.a'rtee;f to cry.

"t was eventually released from deterition in March 2004, éver 6 months

after my arrest. I was not given any explanation for my 'pmionged
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" detention or the reason for my release. I now believe that innocent
_people can be put i prison. | never believed this before.

: Appsdximatéiy 20'-days'_after | had been released, we held a tribal
‘meeting. For me. it was most important that the fribal meeting

exeneéated me'of"a'ny wrongdoing, since many peopie-hed been
askmg me .and.my family why we had been an'estecf Each affected
Hotel pariner and worker brought their own representatives from their
tribes. -Everyone spoke and said what had happened to him during
thelr detention, At this meeting C001 was blamed for

all that happened,”iﬁctuding Baha Mousa’s death dnd he was indicted

by the tribal representatives. CO01 s father, DO0s
SWore on a Qu'ran that he did not know about the wearﬁons
or identity cards inCO01 s safe and that he did not know of

COo01 s wheféaﬁouts it was acknow!edged that the Hotel

empEcyees had been severely injured and the Hotel business had also
suffered as a result of what happened. The initial finding of the elders
was that D006 would pay the workers for their
iosi wages and also co‘mpe_ns’até the other partnéfs for the damage to
the Hotel. However, after he swore on the Qu'ran that he did not know

- anything, it was agreed that he Wot_a_tci not pay any compensation to the

other Hotel partners and that the Hotel partnership as a whole would
pay 300,000 dinar each to the injured werkers. (This did not include

D003 who was not an employee of the Hotel).

PREVIOUS STATEMENTS

Foiiowihg the Court Martial, civil proceedings were brought in mine and

Kifah’s names, seeking compensation for the injuries and losses we

suffered -as a result of the actions of the British Army. | made.

statements. for the purposes of these. proceedmgs on B June 2007 and

31 May 2008. In its Defence in the civil proceedings, the Government
accepted that we were placed in stress posmons ‘and beaten by

soldiers, but it is suggested that we have exaggerated the ill-treatment.
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| totally 'de'ﬂy this. How can | be exaggerating this when there is video

'footage‘ and a man died?

Ultimately, the civil proceedings were settled following a mediation in
" London which | aftended and the British Government  paid
* compensation to me and to Kifah's family. We were pleased to receive

compensation but, as | tried to impres_é upon the Judge at the Court
Martial, it was Baha Mousa's death and the loss of our reputation that

‘we were most concemed about getting justice for, it was not about

being compensated for our financial losses and injuries, although these

were very significant. | told the Court that those representing the

soldiers were. paid money to turn wrong into right and right into wrong,

just like Saddam Hussein’s lawyers, and that is exactly how | felt.

1 also recall being interviewed by Mazin Younis a'nd giving a
" statements to the Royal Military Police ("RMP”} on 24 September 2003,
26 January 2004, 14 and 15 February 2006. | am aware that there are

some mistakas in the RMP statemenis and that some seciicns were

' mistransiated.

IMPACT OF DETENTION

Physical Health &
" By the time | was released from defention, my physical injuries had

more or less healed. However, it took me a further twe-month's o start

to. get over the psychological trauma of my ordeal. E)ljring these two
‘months | stayed at home, | did not go to the Hotel to work nor did 1 re-
open my ceramics showraom._Fri’ends and relatives would come to.

visit me during this time,

I stilt occasionally suffer from the effects of my hermnia and intermittently -
feel pain in my abdomen. In order to. p.révént this, | try not to do -

anything strenuous and, luckily, as the manager of the shop | have

staff who can do the strenuous tasks for me, My doctor has advised
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me to have an épetation to remove rﬁy hemia, "however many of the
best doctors in Irag have left and | do not trust those left to carry out.

the operation.

'89. By contrast, Kifah never recovered from his ordeal. His kidneys had
| been severely damaged, but he could not afford any foi_low'up medica_t '
treatment on his release. For the ﬁrst fwo months following his é’eieasé
he was too il to work and juSt gtaYed at ho’mé( He had been told to
drink 6-10 litres of water a day-r.and that that would be His only cure so
- he did not seek any medical att’entioﬁ,_ which he eould not have
_ aﬁorded in ahy- event. Hé had also been told by the doctor -at Al
. ' Shu'aiba not to move a lot as that would put his health at risk. During
these 2 months | understand that his wife cared for him at home. | am
not sure exacﬁy what she did for him as we did not céiscuss"that,' buthe
was. Ve_ry pootly so | imagine that he required héEp wifh .ﬂicst things.
Kifah was medicaliy assessed by consultant nephro!ogist, DrM A -
Mansell in June 2004. Dr Mansell concluded that | was suffering from
a “severe acute renél failure of Iifevthréatening proportions...". 1 exhibit
a copy of Dr Mansells report dated 17 June 2004 as Doc 1

Psychological Heatth
. 90. - Kifah's mental health was also very bad following his release. He used
to say that the Hotel had ended his life. Prior to his arrest, { would
-describe Kifah's characler as e'ducéted and quiet with no aggression.
He loved to travel and esbecEaEEy loved the sea. | felt that | had forced
him into working at the Hotel. | remember telling him that as he was
educated and an experienced electrician he should work with me, and :

as my brother he would get a good salary.

91. During our detention we had ﬁe-chan_ce to talk, but after his relea'se he
always looked sad, saying that he was the cause of my detention as he
‘was the one who called me to come to the Hotel. | think we both felt
guilty for what had happened fo each other in some way. He used to
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95.
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recall fo me what happened to him in detention and how he thought
tha‘t he was go&ng to die. He was afraid of what would happen to both

our families if we. both died, and feared that they would be out on the
streets. He hoped that at least E would stay alive.

Kifah said that after his release from detention he sfarted feeling a bit

better, ‘but that he always feared death, saying that his ki‘dnéys had 3

been 100% damaged. He always asked me to take care of his children

" if he died and asked me to play the role of a father fo them

| was also terrified throughout my detention. | would think about my

children and the distinct possibility that they would lose their father.

The elder of my children was in his second yéar of school, the second
one was about 3 years old and the last one was less than a year old. |

was worried for their futures. The psychiatric scars from my detention

remain. My ceramics shop is situated just oppuosite the l_-‘f_tﬁtei_and, as
well as reminding me of the terrible ordeal we all went through, it also

reminds me of what | have lost.

_ Since the incident | have found that | suffer from nightmares. | cannot
explain what the nightmares are fike apart from fo say that they are

very scary, there is just no other interpretation. | also often find myself
thinking about the incident during the day and, when this happens, |
recall the ordeal that [ went through in great detail. '

M'y' social life and reputation have suffered as a result of my d_etenﬁon.

"1 know that there are rumours about me and that some people think

that | am a terrorist and this is w.hy | was arrested. As a result of this 1
feel as thotigh | have lost my ambition in fife. 1 used to be a happy,
confident and ambitious man but all that has gone now and | am ;ust

left with the incident permaneﬁtiy lrnpnrsted on my brain.

As part of the civil Q{oceedéngs, | was medically ass_eSsed_ by a psychiatri
expert, Dr M A Essali in June 2007, Dr Essali concluded that | was

29

BMI02282



L/MATA/6/30

suffering from a Severe Depressive Episode. | exhibit a copy of Dr Essali's
report dated 7 ‘October 2007 as . Doc 2: '

ananofaf Losses

97. The Hotel was kep’c running despite my detentmn and c001 'S
' disappearance. -o.ur third partner, was runmng the Hotel during
this period. Up until that point he had been a silent partner, he had only
had one month's previous. experience of running a hotel and was

- actl}aiiya marine officer.

. 98. The Hotel's: reputatton severeiy suﬁe;ed as a result of what had

' happened. When my family f;naliy found out where | was being held,
and were able to visit me, they told me straight away that the business

_ was bad!y damaged by the bad reputaﬂon assocrated with our arrest
and detention and the death of Baha Mousa. They said that people
thought that we were Ba'athists and didn’t want 1o stay at the Hotel.

- The arrest had been made very pub&c in the meéia the HoteE was’
named, even our friends and family commen’(ad on seeing this.

98, Following my reEeasé, we tried to re-build the Hotel's reputation. For
' instance, we tried to change the name so that peaﬁ!e would not
associate it with ndtoriet_y, but the sfigrma stuck. Whereas prior to our
arrests the Hotel's occupancy had been iabozzt' 95%, following the
afrests it dmpped immediately to énty about 5-10%, only one or two -

~ rooms wou!d be used and ’she situation. didn’t improve once we were

' reieased despute QUr effor’ss Eventually, we accepted _ihat we just
could not earn eraough money to. pay all the bills aﬁd we sold the
leasehold to the Haotel on 13 July 2005, as well as all the furniture and

" property in the Hotel.

100. As | said above, for the first 2 months folfowmg my reiease ] just stayed
~ at home doing nothing. | needed to recover psychologically. | then

started going to the Hotel to .wc_;rk and also started—-
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‘His h_a"fd. to express the impact the detention has had oﬁ my reputation.

In my"community people think that because | was detained by British
and American forces | must have supported Saddam Hussein and the

. Baath Party

K:fah s death

103.

102.

Kifah t;‘ag:caliy dzed when the roof of some temporary accmmmodatlon
he was hvmg in (whxie havang a new house built for his family)
collapsed on him, On § Feb_ruary 2006 a piece of an iron beam fell on

his neck killing him. iﬂStantIy,-_Hé left a pregnant wife and five children. |
~have been supporting his family financially si_r_\c'e his tragicend.

1 think Etl-'is importanf to emphasisé how Kifah’s deéth is related to what
' happene_d fo us. Due to ill-health and the closing of the Hotel, he was

out of a job and unable to find other work. Ordinarily he would either
have worked for me at the Hotel, or been able to find work, as. he is a
skilled electrician who 'élways worked before. Being without work, and
unable to rely on me, he had to move to cheaper temporary housing

© that couiéi '_n_ot be pfoperiy maintained. It was in those circumstances he

 was the victim of another tragedy.

CONCLUS#ON

104,

The incitieht changed our lives forever and we have yet to see justice
~done, The Court Martial was very dlsappolntmg and we felt let down.
We dsd not see Jus‘ﬂce in that Court the proof of the crime exists but in
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