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LIEUTENANT COLONEL J ORGE EMANUEL MENDONCA
Place......BASRAH, IRAQ
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Lieutenant Colonel Mendonca’s dynamism, leadershi
achievements in Central Basrah. His Area of Operations was the Brigade’

the battle for both security and the hearts and minds of all of the people of South East Iraq. His personal contribution a:
well as that of 1 QLR has been immeasurable and has made a massive difference to the whole region.

Basrah is the second city of Iraq with a population of around 1.5 million. Its police force was corrupt, ineffective and n.

respected. Organised crime was prevalent and the presence of Former Regime Loyalists and Foreign Fighters increased
dramatically during 1 QLR’s tour. It was an immature opera

tional environment where first principles thinking was
required, and where much of the information required for decisions had to be found to begin with. The threat to

Coalition Forces resulted in over 100 direct attacks against them in the city, resulting in death and injury. Lieutenant

Lieutenant Colonel Mendonca’s personal leadership has been seriously impressive. Not only does he direqt operations
a highly effective manner, but he leads from the front and constantly puts himself in harm’s way. He does not interfere
with his junior commanders but he has that keen instinct to know wh

ally his men after tragic setbacks. His focused aggression, strong drive and
s made all the difference and inevitably resulted in success. His leadership o
9 August during a contact in the Ashar market arca Wwhen he led the charge against 3 armed men who had opened fire o1
his patrol was first class. His tour has been characterised by great tenacity, inspirational boldness and undoubted

courage — both physical and moral, and his battalion and the community have benefited as a result.

rousing leadership during several fire fight

has calmed the whole of the south east of Iraq. Although only on
resonance at the national level. His outstanding 1
national recognition.

€ man in Basrah, the effect of his actions has found
eadership, personal courage and incredible successes are worthy of
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