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3.4 Previous actions taken by the ICRC in 2003 on the issue of treatmant

32, On 4 April, the ICRC informed orally the pofitical advisar of the commander of
British Armed Forces at the CF Central Command in Doha sbout methods of ili-
treatment used by military intelligance persannel to intertogale persons deprived of
their fiberty in the Intemment camp of Umm Qasr. This intervention had the
immediate effect to stop the systematic use of hoods and flexi-cuffs in the
interrogation section of Umm Qasr. Brutal treatment of persons deprived of their
liberty also allegedly cessed when the 800" MP Brigade toak over the guarding of
that section in Umm Qasr. UK Forces handed over Umm Qasr holding area to the
800" MP Brigade on 09.04.03. The 800™ MP Brigade then built Gamp Busea two

kilometers away.

' 33, In May 2003, the ICRC sentto the CF a memorandum based on over 200
allegations of ill-treatment of prisoners of war during capture and interrogation at
coliecting points, battle group stations and temporary holding areas. The allegations
wera cansistant with marks on bodies observed by the medica! delegate. The
memarandum was handed over touliEENNTNWPNINNBIIN LS Ceontral Command
in Daha, Sate of Qatar. Subsequently, one improvement consisted in the removal of
wristbands with the remark “terrorist” given to foreign detainees.

34. Inearly July the ICRC sent the CF a working paper detailing approximately 50
allegations of ill-treatment In the military intelligence section of Camp Cropper, at
Baghdad International Airport. They included a combination of petty and deliberate
acts of violence aimed at securing the cooperation of the persons deprived of their
liberty with their interrogators: threats (to intern individuals indefinitely, to arrest other
family members, to transfer individuals to Guantanamo) against persons deptived of
their liberty or against members of their families (in panticular wives and daughters);
haoding; tight handculiing; use of stress positions (kneeling, squatting, standing with
arms raised aver the head) for three or faur hours; taking aim at individuals with
Trifles, striking them with rifle butts, slaps, punches, prolonged exposure to the sun,
and isolation in dark cells. ICRC delegates witnessed marks on the bodies of several
persans deprived of their liberty consistent with their allegations. In one illustrative
case, a person deprived of his liberty arrested al hame by the CF on suspicion of
involvement in an attack against the CF, was allegedly beaten during interrogation in
a location in the vicinity of Camp Cropper. He alleged that he had been hooded and
cufied with flexi-cuffs, threatened 1o be tortured and killed, urinated on, kicked in the
head, lower back and groin, force-fed a baseball which was tied inta the mouth using
a scarf and deprived of sleep for four consecutive days. nterrogators would allegedly
take turns ill-treating him, When he said he would complain to the ICRC he was
allegedly beaten more, An ICRC medijcal examination revealed haematoma in the
lower back, blood in urine, sensory loss in the right hand due to tight handeuffing with

flexi-cyffs, and a broken rib.

Shortly after that intervention was sent, the military intelligence internment section
was closed and persans deprived of thelr libenty were transferred to what became the
"High Value Detainees” section of the airpon, a regular internment facility under the
command of the 115th Militaty Police Battalion, From this time onwards, the ICRC
observed that the ill-treatment of this category of persons deprived of their liberty by
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