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Thank you for your letter of 12 May. | should first stress that there has been nO
change in the Government’s policy on hooding and sO | do not believe thatitis
necessary to make an announcement to the House.

The Heath Ruling of 2 March 1972 determined that hooding would not be used
fdr the purposes of iMenoéation. Since then, the training and doctrine of the UK
Armed Forces has made clear that the use of hooding during interrogation oOf
tactical q-uestioning is unacceptable. However, there may be operational

circumstances where there are clear military reasons for obscuring detainees’

- vision. For example it may be necessary during the arrest and transit of

prisoners to prevent them viewing sensitive information, or troop dispositions.
The UK believes that in these circumstances this is acceptable under the
Geneva Conventions. This has been the case for very many years, including

when you were in office.

Local commanders took decisions to cease the hooding of detainees when they
believed the circumstances permitted. We do not routinely announce such

operational {evel decisions.

Hon Nicholas Soames MP
House of Commaons
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