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INTERNMENT OF IRAQI NATIONALS IN IRAQ o

'On the UK’s behalf US Forces are currently detalmng 71 lraqr natronals ata -

holdmg facnllty in Basrah They are not prlsoners of war but have been nnterned
on the basus of mtelhgence or acts agalnst UK forces since the end of major '

' '_‘hOStl|ltleS as is our rlght as an occupylng power

‘Ul"ltll such tlme as they are released (and it is concelvable that thls will not be -

_ untll we rellnqu:sh our status as an occupylng power) we are requlred under -
“the terms of the Fourth Geneva Conventlon (GCIV) penodlcally to rewew the

status and contlnued detentlon of these individuals. Currently, _such rev:ews

o - are conducted personally and smgly by the General Officer Commandlng 1 -

(UK) D|V|S|on The system as we ‘established it |mmed|ately followmg the

o ‘cessat|on of major combat operatlons admits of no appeal against the GOC s o

demsnon Although this was adequate as a stop-gap measure there |s now an -

) mcreasmg need for a more settled and defens:ble system

it would be possnble wnthln the letter of GClV and the lCRC commentary, to

| ‘establrsh exclusnvely mllltary boards to rewew the mternment of the personnel o

inc questlon | am not attracted by thls leen the other optlons potentlally
" avallable we would not be makmg our best efforts to meet the spmt of the ’

. - The Rt Hon Jack Straw MP :
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affalrs T
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I am copylng thls |etter to Dawd Blunkett Paul Boateng, Valene Amos Charles B
Falconer Peter Goldsmrth and to Sir Andrew Turnbull ' o '
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